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| Worthy and Independent Inhabitants of Weflmicfter. 


GENTLEMEN, 

WW You have juſt been called upon by two different Parties, ro ſign two diflerent Addreſics tn 

the Throne, the One to thank his Majelty for what they eſleem a rimely Exe: ton of his 

Y juſt Prerogative—the Other, acknowledging his Right to the Uſe of it, but neverthelets 

mou uumbly requeſting, that he will not exert that Right in Contradiction to the declared Seuſe 

of the Houſe of Commons, that Great Aſſembly of National Delegates, appninted by the Contti. 
tution to guard the Henour of the Crown gods the Rights of the People. 


| This my Fellow Citizens, you mult allow to be a fair a candid State of the Caſe. Permit 
then a Plain Man, who pretends to no uncommon Intelligence, no ſuperior Talents, to dazzle your 
Vuacderſtandings, and lead them aſtray by the Faſcinations of Eloquence, to draw from Materials, 
of which you are all equally in Poiſe ſſion, a Train of Facts, undiſguiſed by Falſehood, unmingled with 
foreign Matters, and thence deduce ſuch fair and honeſt Arguments as bring Conviction to his own 
Mind, and he flatters him{ſe!f may tend to guide your Choice on this intricate Occaſion, You 
all know that Exertion of his Majeſty's juſt Prerogative in changing his Miniſtry, for which you 
are called upon to thank him, had but ane Cauſe; for I will not ſuppoſe the Receipe Tax to be 
any, fince that was, and contiaues to be a Meaſure equally adopted by both Sides of the Hooſe ; and 
it muſt be acknowledged, that the late Miniſtry, in all other Matters, foreign and domettic, had 
_ acquitted themſelves with univerſal Approbation ; and, in ſaying no- more, I muſt be allowed 10 
have ſpoken modeſtly—this Cauſe then, this /o/c Cauſe was the Eaf India Bil. The late Miniſtry, 
and with them a vaſt Majority of the Houſe of Commons, much too great for Party Rancour itſelf 
to ſuppoſe influenced, were of Opinion, that violent and unpopular as that Meaſure appeared, 
nothing ſhort of it was an adequate Reme ly for the deſtructixe Evil it was meant to cure. Whether 
it was or was not ſo, my private Opinion would be of little Importance. Had it weat into the 
Upper Houle, as it ought, without any s#conftitutional Interference; and had it been caſt out or 
alte red by it, the Minitry would have been under the Neceſſity of mitigating its Severity to ſuch a 
Degree as that Houſe would have conſented to, and all Things would have been done conſtitution- 
ally; or even if ic had paſt the Lords and his Majeſty had diſapproved of it, he might fill 
have refuſed his Conſent ; in which Caſe, as the Miniſtry could not have adviſed him to it, they 
would undoubtedly have ſubmitted and reſigned ; but the Conſtitution would have remained 
inviolate. Unfortunately, however, theſe fair Meaſures were not purſued ; but Jecree Adviſers 
intruded on the Royal Ear, and were bold enough to endeavour to intimidate the Houſe of Peers, 
dy proſeribing, as Men that would be looked upon by his Majeſty as his Enemies, all who ſhould | 
vote with the Miniſtry. By this flagrant Violation of the Independence of that” Mouſe, che Biil 

was rejected by a /mall Majority, and when the Houſe of Commons inveighed bitterly againſt that 
. - Secret Influence that had been made Uſe of to the Injury of the acting Miniſters, who were alone 
reſponſible for Advice given to the Throne, the Royal Prerogative was ſuddenly exerted in their 
Diſmiſion. This, my Fellow Citizens, is Fact; and this is the Feat we are called upon to thank 
his Majeſty for. I own, my Friends, I feel my Cheeks burn with Indignation at the Reflection 
of having ſo vile an Impoſition aitempted upon my Judgment; and ſurely yours cannot be void of 
a ſympathizing Glow. 


Now let us turn our Minds to the Occaſion of the Counter Addreſs. — The Houſe of Commons, 
the proper Guardians of the Rights of their Conſtituents, having found Reaſon to place a full Con- 
ſidence in the Wiſdom and Integrity of the late Miniſtry, and fioding a New One thus ferreptitiouſly 
appointed, conſiſting of a Premier, who, though acknowledged to be a Mn of conſiderable 
Abilities, was of an Age too green to be yet thoroughly verſed in ail that Variety of Circumſtance 
neceſſiry for ſo eminent a Station, with Aſſiſtants appointed him in the Cabinet, whoſe Names 

| | were 
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were never before heard of in the Syſtem of Politics, =they uiſely and juſtly paſſed ſeveral Reſo- 
lutions, declaring they could not give their Confidence to the preſent Miniſiry, who nevertheleſs, 
though conſcious they are not able to carry a fingle Meaſure, and contrary to the confiitutional 
Practice of all preceding Miniſtries fince the glorious Revolution, abſolutcly reſuſe to recede from 
Office, and at a Time when innumerable Buſineſſes of the greateſt Importance to the Well-being — 
nay Being of the Nation, are neceſſary to be immediately brought ferward ; thus contu 


maciouſly 
defying the Deciſions of that Houſe, they thereby entangle the Wheels, and — the whole 
Machine of Government. 


If any Miniſter may refuſe to recede when the Majority of the Houſe of Commons is Sid 
him, then may all; for if the Opinion of one Man may be ſet in Competition with the united 
Wiſdam of the Houſe, then will every Miniſter alike plead the Iojuſtice of the major Opinion 3 and 
if in one Inſtance the Authority of the Houſe is ſet at Nought, its Honour is thereby tarniſhed, its 
SanQtions weakened, and thoſe Laws, which it has fo great — — — 
—— CETER 0 


Aſter what has been ſaid, . in an unby State, heſitate for a Moment which 


Addreſs he ſhall prefer that which is to compliment OI OG CUTIES Grundy 
** Acorns loa edtonos brad: | 


' A PLAIN MAN. 


